
2015-16 Progress Report 
(July 2015– June 2016)  
 
The Conservation Foundation would like to provide you with a progress update on our key mission areas 
for the period of July 2015 to June 2016.  Our efforts this year were highlighted by continued expansion of 
conservation work done at the local, community level in our region.  We can highlight local success in all 
aspects of our programs, from land preservation to water cleanup efforts to our educational outreaches — 
all done at the local community level where it matters most. 
 

Preserving Land  
 

This year, we secured two conservation easements in the western suburbs.  Conservation easements are 
voluntary agreements by landowners that permanently restrict the type and amount of development that 
can occur on their property. 
 
 The first conservation easement was placed on a property recently purchased by Betsy Bramsen in 

Wayne (see photo below).  This parcel is adjacent to Dunham Woods Forest Preserve and Dunham 
Woods  Riding Club, and at a point of convergence for two branches of Norton Creek (a Fox River 
tributary).  Mrs. Bramsen has donated the land to the Village of Wayne to be kept as open space. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The City of Naperville has asked us to design a conservation 

easement and act as ecological manager for 91 acres of land at the Atwater housing development.  
More than half of the 203 acre former golf course will be converted into open space.  This space will 
be a refuge to many native plants and animals as well as being an integral part of managing the neigh-
borhood’s stormwater for 300 incoming homes. 

 
 Continued restoration efforts at Dayton Bluffs Preserve in Ottawa were led by Dr. Dave Manigold and 

Lou Silveri, our lead volunteers. More than 800 total volunteer hours were logged working at the site.  
To date, we have opened up over 50 acres of woodland and 4.5 miles of edge to more sunlight and less 
non-native invasive shrubs.  We also had our first prairie burn.    A “Friends of Dayton Bluffs” group 
has been formed, consisting of local volunteers who will be stewards of the property.  We are working 
with the City of Ottawa to create a master plan for the Preserve, and we are on track to hold a grand 
opening celebration in the spring of 2017.  

 

We save land.   
 We save rivers. 

Lower Fox River, Photo by Ramon Nayar 



 

Protecting Rivers  
 
 In May of  2016, the annual DuPage 

County River Sweep celebrated its 25th 
anniversary.  This year had a record-
breaking 893 volunteers!  More than 12 
tons of  debris was removed from more 
than 72 miles of  rivers and streams. 

 
 More than 300 volunteers from 32  

different groups participated in our 
Adopt-A-Stream program.  They         
collected more than 1,500 lbs. of  debris 
from local waterways.  Funding for the 
River Sweep and Adopt-A-Stream      
programs are made possible by DuPage 
County Stormwater Management. 

 
 The DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup (DRSCW), our sister organization, reached a ground-

breaking agreement with both the U.S. and Illinois Environmental Protection Agencies.  This 
agreement allows the 25 wastewater treatment plant operators in the watershed to delay  
implementing costly chemical treatment programs.  Instead, they will work together to address 
immediate problems in the rivers, funding studies and implementing projects that will increase 
the varieties and numbers of  fish, mussels and aquatic insects, moving the streams closer to 
complying with the Clean Water Act. 

 

Impacting Communities  
 
    Members of  our staff  gave more than 60 educational presentations in the area, including   

teaching a course at College of  DuPage in Glen Ellyn. 
 
    We began a restoration project at the Heritage Quarry Recreational Area in Lemont, in        

partnership with the Village of  Lemont, Lemont High School and Citgo.  This multi-year      
restoration project focuses on removing invasive plants, planting native trees and plants, as well 
as improving the overall quality of  the property. 

 
    In this past year more than 80 new properties have been certified by the Conservation@Home  

and Conservation@Work programs in five different counties in Northern Illinois. 
 
    In the two years since its inception, the Conservation in Community Program now has eight 

participating communities (Carol Stream, Downers Grove, Elmhurst, Lisle, Naperville, Oswego, 
Warrenville and Wood Dale).   



Teaching Children 
 
 We have maintained our Mighty Acorns partnerships with schools, park districts and forest   

preserve districts in DuPage and Kane County while expanding the program with nontraditional 
partners. The number of  participating classrooms at Hillcrest School in Elgin, doubled this year.  
In addition, six classrooms of  3-5th graders were involved in stewardship projects at Hawthorne 
Hill Nature Center in Elgin. 

 
 We fulfilled many requests from schools and scout groups to visit McDonald Farm to learn 

about conservation issues.  More than 1,000 kids in neighboring communities learned about  
water conservation, healthy habitats and pollinators through field trips and class presentations. 

 Our environmental educators successfully implemented newly-revised curriculum for our 
Mighty Acorns program.  The curriculum was strengthened to be more aligned with both  
Common Core Standards and Next Generation Science Standards. 

 
 Through the generous support of  private donors, we began Mighty Acorns programming at 

The Boys and Girls Club locations in both Elgin and Dundee.  In collaboration with the       
naturalists at Hawthorne Hill Nature Center in Elgin, the Elgin Boys and Girls Club was        
involved in exploration and stewardship with their monthly visits.  The Dundee students worked 
onsite at the Library Springs Natural Ar-
ea in East Dundee. 

 
 
 



 

Promoting Stewardship 
 
 Our staff  presented at the Illinois Park and Recreation Association conference as well as at a 

conference for engineering students at Purdue University in Lafayette, Indiana. 
 
 The Conservation@Home program added two new franchises.  Both the Natural Lands         

Institute (Rockford area) and the Cook County Forest Preserve are preparing to kickoff  their 
franchises in 2017. 

 
 The Conservation Foundation held its 2nd annual Strengthening Our Foundation fall fundraising 

luncheon at Cantigny Park in Wheaton, with 200 attendees.  To date, the Strengthening Our 
Foundation initiative has raised more that $400,000 in donations and pledge support. 

 
 Our annual Earth Day Benefit Dinner, held on April 21 at Bobak’s Signature Events in 

Woodridge, was attended by 545 guests to celebrate our successes.  The event maintained its 
popularity and continues to provide significant financial support for our operating expenses.  
The event raised more than $169,000 in support of  The Conservation Foundation’s programs 
and operations. 

 
 In June, we hosted the Will County chapter of  the Green Drinks International organization at 

McDonald Farm.  Green Drinks International provides monthly events for people who work in 
the environmental field to meet up at informal sessions known as “Green Drinks” to network 
and socialize. 

 
 A native plant, tree and shrub sale was held at McDonald Farm.  In addition to selling more 

than 125 native trees and shrubs, dozens of  flats of  native wildflowers were also sold.  Our 
partner organization, The Green Earth Institute, also had organic vegetables grown at    
McDonald Farm for sale. 
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